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TO: Piping Plover Survey Cooperators

FROM: Scott Melvin, Natural Heritage Program, Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

SUERJILCT Summery of 18EZ Survev
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Mammeliar precdation markedly redqucec productivity at several sirtecs,
most notably Coast Guard Beach, Sandy Neck, and Cranes Beach. Limiting
factors a: other sites included flooding of nests during storms and
high tides, human disturbance, off-road vehicles, and gull predation.
Productior at other locations was good; at Horseneck Beach, Harding's
Beach, anc¢ Duxbury Beach 677% or more of the breeding pairs successfully
raised young to fledging.

Cooperative research on Piping Plover population dynamics, habitat
use, anc management needs was initiated in 1985 by the Massachusetts
.Divisior of Fisheries anc¢ Wildlife, University of Massachusetts-Amherst,. . .
the Massachusetts Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, anc the National =
Tark Service. Tnis study is already vielcding important date that are
‘essential to the comservation and management of the species imn

Massachusetts., TFormal listing of the Piping Piover as & Federsgl’
threztenel speciec ig anticipatec by Kovemner 1917,

Statewide totale of breeding Americar Uvsterca e
peiliatus, anc Wiliets (Catoptrophorus semipelmatus) we
for tnis report, however, censuses from severzl areas indicate 2
continuec¢ increase in numbers of both these shorebird species in
Massachusetts.

Again this year we are grateful to all who contributed observations
and census data on breeding Piping Plovers.
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Table 1. Summary of estimated numbers of pairs of breeding Piping Plovers
censused in Massachusetts, 198 and 1985.

No. pairs
Location 1984 1985
Salisbury beach, Salisbury 1 0
Terver River KWER 3 3
Tiur .slanc State Park, Ipswich T2 R
rene ‘e beach, lrsvicr 3 :
s Zelenc, Wininrog ( \
Lister hernor Ielancs { {
Trirc Clifi, Scituate 3 Z
Fourcr Ci1ifZ, Scituate 1 1
Duxbury beach, Duxbury 1 3
rlvmouth beach, Pivmouth 3 ¢
Stonev Point Dike, Wareham 2 nc®
Long Beach Point, Wareham 1 nd
West island Beach, Fairhaven 2 2
Demerest-Lloyd State Park, Dartmouth nd 0
2llens Pond/Little Beach/Barmey's Joy, Dartmouth 3 4
Gooseberrv Neck, Westport nd 1
korseneck Beach,'Westport ' : : T4 S ¢
accexetr beach, Westport nc 2
Tichmoné Fond, Westport : T . 2. 3
Ilacr besch, Telmouth 1 nc
Wweshpurn Isiand, Falmouth 1 nc
Scutr. Lape beach, Mashpee 1 5
Towr: beach, Sandwich 3 3
Springhill Bbeach, Sandwich 1 2
Scorton Creek, Sandwich 3 4
Sandv Neck, Barnstable 14 10
Deacé Neck - Sampson's Island, Barnstable 3 2
Long Beach, Barnstable 2 2
Grav's Beach, Yarmouth 0 0
West Dennis Beach, Dennis 0 3




Table 1. Continued.

No., pairs
Location 1984 1985
Chapin Beach, Dennis nd 0
Forest Beach, Chatharm ¢ €
Cockle Cove, Chatham ¢ 0
herdéing's beach, Cnathanm 2 3
Morrie Islandé Dike, Chatham i z
Monomov NWI, Crethar - :
North Bbeach, Chatham and Orleans “ 5
Nauset Heights, Orieans 2 2
New Icland, Orleans and Eastham 1 1
First Encounter Beach - Nantasket Creek,

Orleans and Eastham 0 nd
Coast Guard Beach, Eastham 5 12
Marconi Beach, Eastham 1
Indian Neck, Wellfleet 0 0
Jeremy Point, Wellfleet nd 1
Pamet, Truro 2 0
Pilgrim Beach, Truro 1 nc
Beacnh Point, Trurc 2 nd
French's (Exit 9), Provincetown 1 0
kace Point, Provincetown 1 G
Wood Enc Lignt, Provincetown C C
Naushon Island, Gosnold ¢ nd
Weepecket Islands, Gosnolc 0 nd
Great Island, Gosnold nd 0
Pasque Island, Gosnold 3
Nashawena Island, Gosnold 1 1
Cuttyhunk Island, Gosnold 3 3
Penikese Island, Gosnold 0 nd
Martha's Vineyard 10 7
Noman's Land, Chilmark 0 0




Table 1. Continued.

No. pairs

Location 1984 1985
Nantucket 10 10
Whale Island o 0 2
Tuckernuck Is.anc nd 2
Muskeget Islianc 0 2
Total 113 131

a_ . . .
nd = no date available



